
Drawing Realistically
Patricia Brayboy & Brandi Neighbors



Big Idea
● Students will learn drawing 

tools that can help them draw 

realistically or 

representationally.



Artist Spotlight:
Michelle Dunaway

“The Cowboy Artist – portrait of John Coleman”



Essential Questions:

How can artists use representational works of art or design how visual and 

material culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people’s 

lives?

(VA.Cr .2.3.IIIa) 

How can students individually or collaboratively formulate new creative 

problems based on students’ existing artwork? (VA:Cr1.1.IIa)



Left Brain/Right Brain



Left Brain

● Logical

● Analytical

● Linear

● Verbal

● Factual

● Sequential



Right Brain

● Creative

● Intuitive

● Artistic

● Non-Verbal

● Emotional

● Imaginative



Left Brain/ Right Brain Drawing



Left Brain/ Right Brain Drawing



Drawing Tools
● Measuring

● Angle/Alignment

● Positive/Negative Space



Left Brain/ Right Brain Drawing Adjustments



Measuring Exercise-One-to-One



Measuring Exercise: Proportional



Drawing Application:



Drawing Application:



Drawing Application:



Drawing Application: Adding the Form Shadow



Drawing Application: Adding the Value



Drawing Application: Adding the Value



“I use to think, but now I think” defining the 
Thinking Routine/Essential Questions:

EQ 1: How can artists use representational works of art or design how visual and material 
culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people’s lives?

Now Question: At the beginning of the project, students often feel like it was impossible to learn 
to draw realistically, but how do you feel now?

(VA.Cr .2.3.IIIa) 

EQ 2: How can students individually or collaboratively formulate new creative problems based 
on students’ existing artwork? (VA:Cr1.1.IIa)

Now Question: Were you able to see areas of your work that needed improvement and able to 
change them with the drawing tools?



Drawing Challenge:

What is something that you have always wanted to draw but 

did not feel equipped to do? 

○ Gather sources of the subject or gather objects to study from life.

○ Create an artwork incorporating different drawing tools that we 

discussed in class.


